"Tic 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Uaited States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



RRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/893.112 



06/27/2001 



7590 09/19/2006 

HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 
Intellectual Property Administration 
P.O. Box 272400 
Fort Collins, CO 80527-2400 



Philip M. Walker 



10005039-1 



4872 



EXAMINER 



DOAN, DUYEN MY 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2152 

DATE MAILED: 09/19/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/893,112 


Appticant(s) 

WALKER ETAL 


Examiner 

Duyen M. Doan 


Art Unit 

2152 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 



This office action is in response to the submission filed on 6/21/06. Claims 1-18 
are presented for examination. Claim 19 is newly added. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4, 6-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hsieh et a! (us 2002/0158900) (hereinafter Hsieh). 

As regarding claims 1,7 and 12 Hsieh discloses providing a graphical user 
interface (GUI) to an operator with which client connectivity with the resource on the 
local network can be enabled, the GUI being configured such that the process used by 
the operator to facilitate connectivity using the GUI is the same regardless of a 
configuration of the remote client network (see Hsieh pg.2, par 12-13; pg.6, par 50-52; 
pg.7, par 53-54, par 56-59; pg.8, par 60-62, using GUI to provide information about 
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various VLANs, also see figure 10a, lib, select compartment resource, and select 
customer, click assign, the process will automatically be done); receiving commands of 
the operator with the GUI that convey the identity of the client and the resource to be 
accessed by the client (see Hsieh pg.3, par 12-13; pg.6, par 50-52; pg.7, par 53-54, par 
56-59; pg.8, par 60-62 ,also see figure 10a, lib, select compartment resource, and 
select customer, click assign, the process will automatically be done); automatically 
determining the client network configuration{see Hsieh pg.2, par 12-13; pg.3 par 28, 
automated provisioning); and automatically establishing client connectivity to the 
resource so as to provide the client on the remote client network access to the resource 
on the local network(see Hsieh pg.3, par 28; pg.6, par 50-52; pg.7, par 53-54, par 56- 
59; pg.8, par 60-62 , automated provisioning, also see figure 10a, lib, select 
compartment resource, and select customer, click assign, the process will automatically 
be done). 

As regarding claim 2, 8 and 13, Hsieh discloses wherein the GUI comprises lists 
of clients and available resources (see Hsieh pg.7, par 57-58, allocate additional IP 
address (resource), for new devices (clients) to be connected to VLAN). 

As regarding claims 3,9, and 14, Hsieh discloses wherein receiving commands 
comprises first receiving selection of a client for which connectivity is to be provided 
(see Hsieh pg.3, par 12-13; pg.6, par 50-52; pg.7, par 53-54, par 56-59; pg.8, par 60- 
62). 
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As regarding claims 4,10 and 15, Hsieh discloses wherein receiving command 
further comprises detecting association of a resource with a client VLAN (see Hsieh 
pg.3, par 12-13; pg.6, par 50-52; pg.7, par 53-54, par 56-59; pg.8, par 60-62). 

As regarding claims 6,1 1 and 16, Hsieh discloses wherein determining the client 
network configuration comprises accessing a connectivity database that stores the 
client network configuration (see Hsieh pg.3, par 12-13; pg.6, par 50-52; pg.7, par 53- 
54, par 56-59; pg.8, par 60-62). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5,17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hsieh et al (us 2002/0158900) (hereinafter Hsieh) in view of McNally et al (us 
6,659,448) (hereinafter McNally). 

As regarding claim 5, Hsieh discloses limitation of claims 1 and 4 above, but 
Hsieh does not discloses wherein association of a resource with a client VLAN is 
communicated with the GUI by dragging the resource and dropping it on the client 
VLAN. 
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McNally teaches the user of drag and drop protocol on a computer GUI if a 
management computer to instantiate resource mapping rule (see McNally col. 2, lines 1- 
40, also see figure 8). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of McNally to the method of Hsieh to drag 
the resource and dropping it on the client because by dragging the resource and 
dropping it on the client would reduce the work, minimum number of actions required by 
the administrator (see McNally col. 2, 1-40). 

As regarding claim 17, Hsieh discloses first window that is used to create new 
virtual local area networks (VLANs) and that identifies VLANs that have already been 
created (see Hsieh pg.3, par 12-13; pg.6, par 50-52; pg.7, par 53-54, par 56-59; pg.8, 
par 60-62); and a second window that identifies resources that are available for use by 
clients (see Hsieh pg.3, par 12-13; pg.6, par 50-52; pg.7, par 53-54, par 56-59; pg.8, par 
60-62, using GUI to provide information about various VLANs, also see figure 10a, lib, 
select compartment resource, and select customer, click assign, the process will 
automatically be done); wherein new VLANs can be created (see Hsieh pg.3, par 12-13; 
pg.6, par 50-52; pg.7, par 53-54, par 56-59; pg.8, par 60-62,using GUI to provide 
information about various VLANs, also see figure 10a, lib, select compartment 
resource, and select customer, click assign, the process will automatically be done). 

Hsieh does not disclose dragging a resource from the second window to a client 
identified in the first window and dropping the resource on the identified client and 
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wherein such dragging and dropping causes automatic determination of a remote client 
network configuration. 

McNally teaches the user of drag and drop protocol on a computer GUI if a 
management computer to instantiate resource mapping rule and wherein such dragging 
and dropping causes an action to occur (see McNally col.2, lines 1-40, lines 56-65. also 
see figure 8). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of McNally to the method of Hsieh to drag 
the resource and dropping it on the client because by dragging the resource and 
dropping it on the client would reduce the work, minimum number of actions required by 
the administrator (see McNally col.2, 1-40). 

As regarding claim 18, Hsieh-McNally discloses wherein the first window includes 
a VLANs subwindow that identifies clients and a resource subwindow that identifies 
resources associated with the clients identified in the VLANs subwindow (see Hsieh 
pg.3, par 12-13; pg.6, par 50-52; pg.7, par 53-54, par 56-59; pg,8, par 60-62,using GUI 
to provide information about various VLANs, also see figure 10a, lib, select 
compartment resource, and select customer, click assign, the process will automatically 
be done). 

As regarding claim 19, Hsieh-McNally discloses dragging and dropping further 
causes automatic establishment of client connectivity to the resource so as to provide 
the client on the remote client network access to the resource on the local network (see 
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McNally col.2, 1-40; also see Hsieh pg.3, par 12-13; pg.6, par 50-52; pg.7, par 53-54, 
par 56-59; pg.8, par 60-62. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 6/21/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

As regard to applicant argument that the prior art does not teach, "determining a 
configuration of a client network". Examiner respectfully disagrees; Hsieh discloses a 
user interface used for automating the network management of customer network 
infrastructures. This user interface allows administrator to monitor and configure the 
client network infrastructures. When the administrator monitor and configure the client 
network infrastructures, the administrator inherently determining the configuration of 
client network. 

As regard to applicant argument that the prior art does not teach, "dragging and 
dropping action within a GUI cause automatic determination of a remote client 
network..." Examiner disagrees, McNally discloses using drag-and-drop protocol on the 
graphical user interface to build and deploy resource model into a distributed computer 
network. When a drag-and-drop action performs on the GUI, the drag-and drop action 
automatically causes some subsequent result to occur. The result will either be 
"determination of a remote client network" of the applicant or as discloses by Mcnally 
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the result will be "the resource model is deploy". The concept of dragging and dropping 
in a GUI to produce some result is clearly discloses by McNally, It is obvious that the 
result produced by the "drag-and-drop" action in the GUI will be according to the 
application that it is applied. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Duyen M. Doan whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4226. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571 ) 272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
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Duyen Doan 
Art unit 2143 




